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Planet Japan
2009 graduate of Business School (International Management Course)  Dr Diyaa Atiya

Hello there. I currently work as a Senior Economist at the Egyptian Competition
Authority, which is the equivalent of the US Federal Trade Commission or UK
Office of Fair Trade. By a large margin, the main reason I could hold such a
senior position in such a vital and important place for the Egyptian Economy is
my MBA studies at the IBA, Kwansei Gakuin University.

Originally, [ used to work in Software R&D with various international

companies in the UK, e.g. Rolls Royce and Jaguar. Wanting to move into

Management and Consultancy, [ looked at Japan as the source of modern

theories in Management, Quality Control, and Process Improvement. Since my Japanese language was
poor, the IBA seemed as a natural choice because it offers the courses in English. However, my experience
at the IBA was definitely more than what I bargained for.

Studying at the IBA is full of incentives, challenges, and priceless rewards. The library is rich of
resources, be it hardware, software, textbooks, or online publications. The academic teachers, technical
staff, and every single member are willing to get out of their ways to provide you with help when needed;
truly an other-oriented society! On the challenge side, I struggled with the language, the culture, and the
Japanese religious adherence to rules and regulations. However, the reward was a distinguished degree,
practical internship experience with Japanese companies, and an invaluable understanding of a unique

culture unmatched anywhere else in the world; [ now call it “Planet Japan” !
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